Announcement Date: October 2, 2023

2% MJN CTR-IN

COMMUNITY-ENGAGED RESEARCH PILOT (CERP) FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT

The mission of the Mountain West CTR-IN Program is toincrease and enhance clinical and translational
research capacity and facilitate extramural funding success among investigators with faculty appointments at
its partner institutions in the Mountain West region.

Eligibility. Foryear 12 (2024-2025), faculty who are eligible toapply are limited to the following 6
universities thatare continuing their partnerships and collaboration with MW CTR-IN in the grant renewal
application tobe submitted to NIGMS on November 9,2023:

1. Montana State University

2. New Mexico State University

3. University of Alaska Anchorage

4. University of Alaska Fairbanks

5. University of Nevada LasVegas

6. University of Nevada Reno

Key Dates:

Final day for submission of Nominating Packets by Institution partners* | December8,2023
Invitations toinvestigators to submit full applications will be issued by December 15,2023
Application Due Date March 15, 2024
Announcement of applications selected for Intent to Fund June 2024

Earliest Start Date** July 2024

Project Period** July 2024 - June 2025

* Thelimited competitive nomination process will be determined by each partner institution; earlier internal
deadlines may be set by each partner institution.
** Actual start date will be dependent upon receiptofapproval from NIGMS.

MW CTR-IN GrantRenewal. The number of grants awarded will be dependentupon the availability of funds. The
MW CTR-IN will be applying for grant renewal on November9, 2023. The funding for this round of grants is not
dependent upon receiving thegrant renewal awardas MW CTR-IN may be able toallocate its unobligated funds to
support proposals during a no cost extension period.

Purpose. In the past eleven years, CTR-IN has funded several community-engaged research pilot projects.
The purpose of this funding opportunity is to increase the number of community-engagedresearch pilot
projects across the CTR-IN network. This funding opportunity is particularly directed towards faculty who
have already established relationships with community partners to engage in research with those
communities. The goal of this community-engagedresearch pilot projectis to generate key preliminarydata
and evidence of robust community-engaged research to support and inform a competitive “R-level” grant
application to NIH or other extramural funding sources. Projects mustinvolve community-engaged human
subjects research; we donot support pre-clinicalresearch. This mechanismalsorequires thatthe Pl have a
community partner.
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Webinar. We will have awebinar about this year’s funding mechanismsin October 2023 (Date: TBA).
Please watch for an announcement with date/time and link. If you cannot join the webinar live, but would
like to view the webinar, you can access the recording on the MW CTR-IN website at: https://ctrin.unlv.edu/

Programmatic Priorities. Workingin conjunction with our two Regional Community Advisory Boards
(CABs)representing all six Mountain West states,we solicited input on funding priorities for health
disparities researchin the communities we serve. The following specificthemes were consistently identified
across all CABs:

e Obesityand metabolic conditionsincluding diabetes and other related factors of food security, food
sovereignty, and healthy food access.

e Opioid and other substance abuse, mental health / suicide prevention and psycho-social trauma.

e COVID-19 and other emerging diseases, including impacts to healthcareaccess, associated influences on
mental health, and its disproportionateimpacts on populations withhealthdisparities.

We recognize that the above areas of health disparities research donot capture all importanthealth
priorities in all of the communities that we serve, or that the CABs have identified, and our funding
determinations are notlimited only to these topics. Research mustinclude a focus on one or more NIH-
designated populations who experience healthdisparities in the United States, which include racial and
ethnicminority groups (Blacks or African Americans, Hispanics or Latinos, AmericanIndians and Alaska
Natives, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders), socioeconomically disadvantaged
populations, sexual and genderminorities, and underserved rural populations. In September2023, NIH
designated persons with disabilities as a population with health disparities. Please see the following link for
further information: https: //www.nimhd.nih.gov/docs/advisory-

council/nacmhd workGrpOnHealthDisparitiesAndPeopleWithDisabilities report 2023sept.pdf

We also anticipate that these programmatic priorities may be revised and updated in forthcoming years as
we continue to receive input from our local and regional stakeholders. All applications will undergo the same
scientificmeritreview using standard NIH procedures, regardless of the topic area.

Principal Investigator (PI) Eligibility. The PI must 1) have a faculty-level appointmentwith a minimum of
0.5 FTE supportata participating CTR-IN Institution; 2) be eligible to submit extramural grant applications
from their institution as a PI; and 3) have an established community partnership thatis focused on the pilot
project topic. The Pl must devote atleast 20% effort (2.4 person months) to the project. Prior CTR-IN
awardeesare eligible toapply, but they mustbe in good standing (i.e., submission of requested progress
reports and updates). Per IDeA program policy, an awardee may not concurrently receive funding for their
research project through other IDeA mechanisms (e.g., CTR, COBRE or INBRE).

Direct Costs: up to $90,000 (depending on the availability of funds)

APPLICATION PROCESS

STEP ONE - Limited competition nomination of applicants from eligible institutions:

Applicants mustbe nominated by their institution and subsequently invited by MW CTR-IN Program to submit a
full application. Potential applicants mustcontact their local MW CTR-IN Concierge and / or Vice President for
Research (VPR) Office for instructionson the internal nominating process. Each partner institution maynominate
up toamaximumof 10 applicants.



https://ctrin.unlv.edu/
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Nominating Packets mustinclude the following for each applicant:

e An NIH formatBiographical Sketch for the proposed PI.

e An NIH formatOther Support document for the proposed PI.

e Asummary ofthe proposedresearch of not more than one page with sufficient detail to establish that the
community-engagedresearchis clinicaland / or translational.

o Aletter of supportsigned byan appropriateinstitutional official committingto provide support for half of the
requested Pleffortifthe projectis awarded.

o Aletter of supportfromthe community partner demonstrating an established relationship with the PI. The
community partner must have worked directly and regularly with the participating community:.

STEP TWO - Invitation to submitgrant application: Nominating Packets will undergo administrative review by
MW CTR-IN Programto ensure thatthey are responsive to the respective funding opportunity. OSP
representativeswillbe notified of any nominationsthat are found to benon-responsive. A Nominating Packet that
is determined to be non-responsive may bereplaced with another while the Nomination phase is open. Thus,
early submission of Nominating Packets is encouragedin orderto allowadequate time to prepare a
replacementnomination whereapplicable. Applicants with approved Nominating Packetswill beinvited to
submita full application.

STEP THREE - Full application: Detailed application instructions will be provided to applicantsthat areinvited
to submit full applications. Atthat time, applicants will also automatically have “tickets” generated to their
biostatistical,community engagementand outreach, and professional developmentteam members from the CTR-
IN Program.Withrespectto preparingtheresearch strategy and budget, the followingrequirementswill apply:

e Cover page-use PHS Form Page 1

Project Summary - Form Page 2
SpecificAims - 1 page

Research Strategy - 4 pages. Note: in addition to Significance, Innovation and Approach sections, the
Research Strategy should include timeline, interim milestones and plans for developing and submitting a
subsequent extramural grant application. The Research Strategy should also describe how the
community partnerisinvolved in the development and/or implementation /dissemination of the project.
Note that projects adhering toaccepted principles of Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR)
are highly encouraged, but not required.

e Budgetdetailsand Justification- PHS Form Page 4

o Facilitiesand Administration Costs arelimited to the federal/NIH de minimusrate of 10%.

o All expenses mustbe allowable under NIH guidelines.

o Travelexpenses are allowed, including expenses for conducting field work as partofthe projector accessing
experts or other resourcessuchas meetingwith a formal mentor. Note: mentors are notrequired for the
CERPs. Budgets mustinclude costs for the Pland a community member to attend the CTR-IN Annual
Meetingin Las Vegas. This will likely betwo and a half days of meetings. Travel expenses may berequested
for the PIto present thisworkatone national or regional meeting, providingthe meetingdateis withinthe
project period and farenoughinto the project for datato be available.

o Special requirements regarding Pl support: PIsmust devote atleast 20% effortto the proposedresearch
(i.e., 2.4 calendar months); upto 50% effortmay be proposed. While the budget narrative mustreference
the full amount of effort required to accomplish the proposed scope of work, thebudget mayinclude CTR-IN
funds for not morethan half of the Pl effort. Per prior agreementwith CTR-IN partner institutions, the
balanceof PI effort is to be covered by institutional supportin the form of release from teaching, direct

salary support,assignment of time provided to pursue scholarly activity, or other mechanism appropriate to
3
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the institution. This supportis not a formal cost share, and no recording /reportingrequirements exist.
Budgets shouldlist the full Pl effort proposed as appropriate for theirappointmentin calendar months, or
academicand summer months.

o Aminimum of 5% of the total direct costmust be devoted to supporting the community partner(s)

engagementwith the project.
o Subcontractstoinstitutions located in non-IDeA states are notallowable. However, services provided in non-
[DeA states canbe purchased on a fee-for-servicebasis.
e Community partner's Letter of Support (This can be the same letter included in the Nomination Packet.)

e Human Subjects - Forms H

e [RBapproval ora timeline ofhow IRB will be obtained before May 4, 2024 mustbe included with
application. Ifthe IRB approval is not obtained by May 4, 2024 the application will not be considered for
funding - regardless of the Overall Impact Score.

e Dissemination Plan for how the results of the project will be disseminated backinto the community.

e Other Support for PI

o [fthe Pl hasreceived prior MW CTR-IN funding, include a 1-page summary of the results of that
previously funded pilot project.

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Eligible Mountain West Clinical & Translational Research Infrastructure Network Partner Institutions:
Montana State University University of Alaska, Anchorage University of Nevada, Las Vegas
New Mexico State University University of Alaska, Fairbanks University of Nevada, Reno

The types of clinical or translational research we fund:
Projects mustbe clinical and / or translational research (CTR). Clinical research, as defined by NIH, is research
with human subjects thatis:

(1) patient-oriented research;
(2) epidemiological or behavioral studies; or
(3) outcomes or health services research.

Translationalresearchhasbeen interpretedin a variety of waysin recentyears, and CTR-IN characterizestranslational
researchaccordingto the recentreview on this topic. Forthis fundingmechanism, we do not support pre-clinical
research, sometimes referred to at TO research. CTR-IN supportsfour mainareas of translational research, defined as
follows:

T1: Translation of basicscience to early testing in humans;

T2: Early phase clinical trial; efficacy; establishmentof clinical guidelines;
T3:Implementation and dissemination research; and

T4: Outcomes and effectiveness research.

MW CTR-IN Professional Development Core (PD Core):

The PD Core offers several resources to enhance your applicationand facilitate careeradvancement. For nominees,
the PD Core can help identify an appropriate mentor for your project. For eventualawardees, the PD Core offers
critical educational resources that are oftenrequired by NIH and thatwill enhance your project, such as Good Clinical
Practice and Responsible Conduct of Research training. Theseresources areavailable to MW CTR-IN investigators
regardless of whether or not theirprojectis selected for funding. Finally, Grant WritingWorkshops (GWW) and the
Advance To Funding (ATF) Program (a pre-review study section service offered for first time R-level applicants) are

offered annually.


http://ctrin.unlv.edu/pd-core/

CTR-IN programmaticresources are available to assist with application submissions:

e For questionsaboutthe nomination process, contact your institutional CTR-IN concierge
e For questionsaboutthe portal, contact Kathrene Conway Kathrene.Conway@unlv.edu

e Forquestionson the CTR-IN pilot grant program, contact Dr. Jeffrey Ebersole (jeffrey.ebersole@unlv.edu) or
Dr. Jay Shen (jay.shen@unlv.edu).
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